Weak Brother or False Teacher?
A Guide from Scripture and
the Lutheran Confessions

1. The Weak Brother Lutheranl.ayman

A weak brother is a genuine Christian whose faith is real but fragile,
especially in matters of conscience, assurance, or Christian freedom.
His weakness is internal, not public, and does not publicly promote false ideas.

A. Scripture References

e Romans 14:1-4 — Weak in Faith, Not Absent of Faith
Paul describes the weak as those who trust Christ, yet struggle with matters of
liberty. Their weakness is not unbelief but over-sensitivity of conscience.

e Romans 14:13-23 — Do Not Wound the Weak
The strong must avoid actions that damage the weak brother’s conscience. The
weak brother is not to be mocked, pressured, or dismissed.

e 1 Corinthians 8:7-13 — The Weak Can Be Harmed
A weak conscience is easily wounded. Paul warns that the strong can destroy the
weak brother by careless use of freedom.

e 1Thessalonians 5:14 — “Help the Weak”
The weak need support, not scolding.

B. Confessional References

e Formula of Concord, SD X (Adiaphora)
The weak must not be forced into practices that violate their conscience.

e Augsburg Confession XXVIII

Church authority must not burden consciences with human traditions.
e Formula of Concord, SD lll (Righteousness of Faith)

Weak faith is still saving faith, because its object is Christ.

C. Characteristics
e Weak Conscience — easily troubled, prone to guilt.
¢ Limited Understanding — may misunderstand Christian liberty.
o Teachable Spirit — open to instruction.
o Not a Public Teacher — influence is private, not publicly promoting errors (see
Section #2)

D. Pastoral Response
e Gentleness — do not crush the bruised reed (Isa. 42:3).
¢ Instruction — catechesis strengthens the weak.
e Protection — shield them from scandal.
¢ Patience — growth takes time.
¢ Boundaries — do not let their weakness become a law for others (Rom. 14:3-4).



2. The Weak Brother Who Publicly Promotes False Ideas

This is the middle category: a sincere Christian who, due to ighorance or immaturity,
publicly spreads false ideas. He is not malicious, not rebellious, and not intentionally
subverting doctrine — but his public influence requires pastoral action.

A. Scripture References

1. Apollos (Acts 18:24-26)
¢ Knowledgeable, eloquent, sincere
e Butincompletein doctrine
+ Privately corrected by Priscilla and Aquila
e Became a powerful defender of the Gospel
Thisis the ideal case: public error corrected leads to stronger ministry.

2. Peter’s Hypocrisy (Galatians 2:11-14)
Peter’s behavior publicly contradicted the Gospel. Paul corrected him publicly,
because:
e The error was public
¢ It misled others
¢ Itundermined justification by faith
Yet Peter was not a false teacher — he repented.

3.1 Corinthians 8-10
Weak brothers can unintentionally lead others into sin by their example. Paul
treats this seriously, even though the weak brother is not malicious.

B. Confessional References

e Formula of Concord, SD X
Even well-meaning actions can cause offense or imply false doctrine.

e Formula of Concord, SD Rule & Norm
All teaching — even by the weak — must be judged by Scripture.

e Augsburg Confession XXVIII
Distinguishes between private weakness and public influence.

e Smalcald Articles Il.IV
False doctrine must be resisted regardless of intent, because it harms the
Gospel.

C. Characteristics
e Sincere but confused
e Ignorant, not rebellious
e Teachable
¢ Not gathering followers
¢ Does not persist after correction

D. Pastoral Response

1. Private Correction First (Following Acts 18:26 and Matthew 18:15).

2. Public Clarification if Needed (Following Paul’s example in Galatians 2:14).
Public error that misleads others requires public correction to ensure others are
not wrongly influenced.

3. Education and Strengthening (The goalis restoration, not condemnation).

4. Watch for Persistence (If he refuses correction, he moves into the category
of false teacher (Titus 3:10).



3. The False Teacher
A false teacher is defined by public doctrine, not sincerity or personality. He persists in
teaching contrary to Scripture and refuses correction.

A. Scripture References
e Matthew 7:15-20 — Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing
False teachers appear pious but destroy faith.
e Acts 20:29-30 — Wolves from Within
Paul warns that false teachers may arise inside the church.
e Titus 3:10 — Persistence Defines the False Teacher
A man becomes a false teacher when he refuses correction.
e 2 Peter 2 — Destructive Heresies
False teachers deny Christ, exploit the flock, and bring destruction.
e Jude 4 — Perverting Grace
They twist the Gospel into license or legalism.

B. Confessional References
e Augsburg Confession VII
The Church is united only where the Gospelis purely taught.
e Augsburg Confession XXVIII
Condemns those who teach contrary to the Gospel.
e Smalcald Articles II.IV
Doctrine must be established by Scripture alone.
e Formula of Concord, SD Rule & Norm
Scripture is the judge of all teachers.
e Formula of Concord, SD X
False teachers must not be tolerated.

C. Characteristics
¢ Public False Doctrine
¢ Refuses Correction
¢ Leads Others Astray
¢ Claims Authority
e Persistsin Error

D. Pastoral Response
¢ Public refutation (Titus 1:9)
¢ Protection of the flock (Acts 20:28)
e Separation if unrepentant (Rom. 16:17)
o Clarity for the sake of the Gospel

4. Summary
e Weak Brother: fragile conscience; treat gently.
e Weak Brother Who Misleads: sincere but publicly wrong; correct firmly but pastorally.
e False Teacher: persists in false doctrine; must be opposed and avoided.

This is the Confessional Lutheran balance of pastoral care, doctrinal clarity,
and protection of the flock.



5. Side-by-Side Comparison

Category Weak Brother Weak B.rother Who False Teacher
Misleads
Status True Christian True Christian Defined py dos;trme, not
sincerity
Issue Weak conscience Publicly spreads error Publicly c;ontradmts
out of ignorance Scripture
Respon'se to Receives it Receives it Rejects it
Correction
Effect on Others Needs protection Causes confusion Endangers the flock
or offense
Confessional Basis FCSDXAC | eospx; acxxvii; san | ACVIESAIL FCRule &
XXVIII Norm
Biblical Basis Romgc:‘rs ;4; 1| Acts18; Ga1l'02; 1Cor8=1 ) de; 2 Peter 2; Titus 3
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